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The Continuing Revolution

Camilo Cienfuegos: "Vas bien, 
Fidel" You’re doing fine, Fidel José Martí Memorial

Ernesto "Che" Guevara: 
"Hasta la Victoria Siempre"  
Until Victory, forever

Bay of Pigs Invasion 
Museum

Che Guevara Mausoleum/Memorial
Santa Clara

Plaza de la Revolución

Martyrs
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Cementerio de Cristóbal Colón, Habana



Religion in Cuba: Roman Catholic

Catedral de la Virgen Maria de la Concepción Inmaculada

Iglesia y Convento de San 
Francisco de AsisCatholic Church, Managua



From the 17th  to 19th centuries, the Yoruba religion came to Cuba with 
the Yoruba people (from today’s Nigeria and Benin) in the holds of 
European slave ships. There it met Roman Catholicism, the religion of the 
European slave owners. The result was 
Santeria, a uniquely Cuban religion.

The layer of Catholicism, in the 
beginning, was a subterfuge to protect 
the adherents of the Yoruba religion 
from Catholic efforts to stamp it out. 
But today Catholicism is an integral 
part of Santeria. Every orisha is 
identified as a particular Catholic saint 
and most followers of Santeria are 
baptized Catholics. 

 The chie f god o f 
Santeria is Olodumare, 
who creates the world and 
the orishas, the specific deities who control various parts of 
the universe and to which initiated individuals are attached.
  The most important “liturgical” color is white. The docent 
at the Guanabacoa Museum in Havana wears white. Every 
Santeria initiate is required to wear white clothing for an 
entire year.
  A significant part of Santeria ritual, particularly for healing 
ceremonies, involves animal sacrifice, usually  chickens or 
pigeons. 
  Though the metaphysics and religious structure of Santeria 

are complex, as is true of other religions, the public expression can be 
spectacular. Here is an example from the Callejon de Hamel in Havana.

Religion in Cuba: Santeria

Biblioteca Mcpal, Guanabacoa



Santeria: Orishas

Shangó (Changó) 
Saint: Saint Barbara
Colors: Red and white
The king of Santería was a 
king in Yoruba. He is 
the Orisha of lightning, 
thunder, fire, passion and 
virility. A ladies’ man, he is 
the master of dance, a fierce 
warrior and a sorcerer.

Ochún (Oshún)
Saint: Our Lady of Charity
Colors: Yellow and amber
The Orisha of sweetness, love, 
and beauty who embodies 
feminine grace.  But, once 
offended, she is unforgiving and 
unbending. Youngest of 
the orishas, she is depicted as a 
flirtatious, mixed-race woman.

Elegguá (Elewá, Elegbá)
Saint: Saint Anthony. Colors: Red and 
black
Elegguá is the first and most important 
Orisha in Santería. He is the owner of the 
crossroads, the witness of fate and acts as 
the connecting agent in this world. Elegguá 
is frequently perceived as a trickster or 
impish child.

Obatalá
Saint: Our Lady of Mercy Color: White
Obatala is the eldest of the Orishas, the owner of 
white cloth, the king of peace and logic. Skilled in 
diplomacy and reason, he is often the Orisha who 
mediates disputes between the other orishas. Obatalá 
is actually an androgynous Orisha where half of his 
avatars are male and the other half are female. 
Obatalá’s shrine is placed higher than the other 
Orishas‘ shrines out of respect for his status as their 
elder. He is often depicted as an elderly black man 
with chalk white hair dressed in white robes.

Yemayá (Yemoja) 
Saint: Our Lady of 
Regla  Color: Blue
The mother of all 
living things, the 
queen of heaven, 
earth and all waters.  
In addition to being a 
loving mother she is a  
fierce protectress.



Religion in Cuba: Judaism

Or Jadash
The Santa  Clara  Synagogue, 
dedicated in 2012,was remodeled 
from an existing dwelling. The 40-
member community  is led by  its 
president, David Tacher Romano. 
An amazing ceramic mural of the 
city  of Jerusalem is on  the second 
floor of the synagogue.
 



Plazas of Havana

Plaza de la Catedral

Plaza de Armas

On a street between these two plazas, 19th century figures grace a mural



Plazas of Havana



Plazas of Havana

El 
Cabellero 
de Paris



Markets in Cienfuegos

The Cuban peso has two versions, “national” (CUP) and “convertible” (CUC). It 
takes 25 CUPs to buy  one CUC (“kook’), which is worth about $1. Cubans, mostly 
employed by  the government, are paid in a mixture of the two currencies. They 
use CUPs to  buy  subsidized staples in the “bodega” stores (above) where they 
must produce the supplies booklet that every  citizen is issued. Everything else is 
priced in CUCs, as in regulated but not subsidized markets (below).



Trinidad—Plaza Mayor



Hemingway House

“What luck! I have killed a sparrow. I will not go empty handed.” (Daumier)



Dogs and One Cat



People to People

1 Cienfuegos, 2 Trinidad, 3 Trinidad, 4 Havana, 5 Cienfuegos, 6 Cienfuegos, 7 Santa Clara

School for the Arts Street Musicians

Street Performers Onion ManSkater

Chamber Orchestra Senior Center
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