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The Finger Lakes in October



  On our way to New York’s 
Finger Lakes, we drove 
north along the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in North Carolina 
and Virginia. 
  The Parkway, which 
follows the spine of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, also 
parallels part of the 
Appalachian Trail. For the 
Appalachian Trail, A Walk 
in the Woods by Bill Bryson 
is a special treat.

The Blue Ridge Mountains



   A vacation house for a week is the perfect way to visit the Finger Lakes. 
This one is on Honeoye Lake, one of the smallest of the lakes gouged out 
by glaciers that left fresh and pure water upon their retreat. The house was 
fully equipped with pool table, games, and TV, not to mention a 
paddleboat. But we were interested in museums and interesting towns. 
We absorbed the view, of course, and the fresh autumn air.

Honeoye Lake



Honeoye Lake

Honeoye Lake



�
Seneca Falls

The first women’s rights convention (July 19-20, 1848), was held in this 
building. Organized by female Quakers in the Seneca Falls area along with 
non-Quaker Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the conference discussed the civil, 
religious, and social rights of women at a time when women frequently 
were not allowed to speak in public. Following the Seneca Falls 
Conference, beginning in 1850, women’s rights conferences were held 
annually in Worcester, MA, until the beginning of the Civil War.

On this spot stood the Wesleyan Chapel 
where the First Woman’s Rights 

Convention 
in the World’s history was held 

July 19 and 20 1848 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
moved this resolution 

which was seconded by Frederick 
Douglas 

“That it is the duty of the Women 
of this country to secure to themselves 

their sacred right 
to the elective franchise”



�
Seneca Falls

   The Declaration of Sentiments was modeled by Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
on the Declaration of Independence. It was signed by 100 0f the more 
than 300 women and men attending the Conference. Only the section on 
voting rights was strongly opposed, opposition that was overcome after a 
strong supporting speech by Frederick Douglas. 
   Tourists mingle with the Conference participants due to Lloyd Lillie's 
"The First Wave"  20-figure bronze sculpture in the Visitors’ Center. 
Elizabeth Stanton and Frederick Douglas are at left in the photograph.



�
Seneca Falls



Dr. Konstantin Frank—Vinifera Wine Cellars

   A Ukrainian immigrant, Dr. Konstantin 
Frank and his family arrived in the 
United States in 1951. After a brief stay in 
New York City, Dr. Frank, a professor of 
plant sciences who held a Ph.D. in 
viticulture, moved upstate to take a 
position at Cornell University’s Geneva 
Experiment Station. 
   Dr. Frank believed that the lack of 
proper rootstock, not the cold climate, 
was the reason for the failure of Vitis 
Vinifera vines in the Finger Lakes region. 
In 1962, merely a decade after arriving in 
America, Dr. Frank founded Vinifera 
Wine Cellars on Keuka Lake. 

http://www.drfrankwines.com/

http://www.drfrankwines.com/
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   Fourteen-year-old Joseph Smith, Jr. was  puzzled about the various Christian 
denominations, which did not teach identical doctrines. Then one day he came upon 
the passage in James 1:5: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” So he repaired to a 
grove of trees and prayed to God for guidance about which church preached the truth.

Palmyra

   This path leads to that very Sacred Grove 
where Joseph Smith met two “personages” 
whom he identified as God the Father and Jesus 
Christ. The answer to his prayer was that none 
of the churches held the truth because the 
original priesthood of Christ had been lost over 
the centuries.  
   Later Mormons came to believe that this First 
Vision was the beginning of the Restoration of 
Christ’s Church on the earth. The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints was born.

   The Smith family farm is now a 
pilgrimage location for Mormons. 
From the Visitor Center, teen-age 
missionaries serve as tour guides to 
the sites where Joseph Smith, Jr., 
lived with his parents and siblings.  

   Bust of a young Joseph Smith with 
the King James Bible, open to the 
Epistle of James 1:5, on one side 
and the Book of Mormon, Moroni 
10:4-5, on the other.

   Log house built by Joseph Smith, Sr. The 
family lived here for seven years before moving 
to a frame house provided by Smith’s brother 
Alvin. Foreclosure on the frame house forced 
them to move back to the original log dwelling.



Palmyra

The Log House



Palmyra

The Frame House



Joseph Smith, Jr., in 1829 persuaded Egbert Bratt Grandin,a printer and newspaper 
publisher, to print the Book of Mormon. Smith also persuaded a local farmer to 
mortgage his farm for $3000 to guarantee the publication. The farmer lost his farm as 
a result. In 1978, the LDS bought the building that housed the print shop and 
remodeled it as a visitor center.

Palmyra

The Three Witnesses



Honeoye Falls

The Upper Mill, now the Minden Town Hall           The Lower Mill, now a restaurant/art gallery 

       The Honeoye Falls Village Hall                                The “Red Saw Mill” that burned in 1885



Elmira

   The cornerstone of Cowles Hall, the 
original building of the Elmira Female 
College, was laid in 1854 and the first 
students matriculated in 1855. Ten 
years later Olivia Langdon, who was to 
become the wife of Samuel Clemens, 
was counted in the class of 1864. 
   In 1869 Mark Twain and Livy were 
married in Elmira and they continued 
to summer at Quarry Farm, home of 
Susan Crane, Olivia’s sister.

 Susan Crane built at Quarry 
Farm an octagonal study for 
Twain because she wanted him 
to have a quiet place for 
writing and because she 
wanted the smoke of his pipe 
outside her house. The study 
was moved to the lawn at the 
front of Cowles Hall in 1952.

   A room in Cowles Hall is crammed 
with Clemens memorabilia, including 
a slide show of historical pictures, 
specifically of Quarry Farm. His 
writing desk is there, as is a typewriter 
similar to the one he used. 

The Clemens Burial Plot at Woodlawn Cemetery in Elmira



Palmyra

The Alling Coverlet Museum features the largest 
collection of American hand woven coverlets in 
the United States. It is named for Mrs. Merle 
Alling, Rochester, New York, resident and 
coverlet collector, and is housed in a 1901 
newspaper printing office. All styles of hand 
woven coverlets from 1820 to 1880 are 
represented.The collection also includes a Quilt 
Room, looms, spinning wheels, and other 
assorted weaver’s tools. 

 http://www.historicpalmyrany.com/alling.htm
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Ganondagan State Historic Site

   Ganondagan was once the largest Seneca town. It was destroyed in 1687 by French 
forces who were protecting French fur trading. Seneca oral tradition tells of a Huron 
man who arrived among the Mohawk speaking of The Great Law of Peace. The 
Mohawk, Oneida, and Cayuga pledged to join his proposed confederation and, 
eventually, the Seneca agreed also. 
   The village consisted of many “long houses,” covered with tree bark, in which several 
families lived. The present bark long house is a demonstration construction that is also 
used by the Seneca for ceremonies.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wyandot_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohawk_Nation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oneida_tribe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cayuga_nation
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Fall Colors


