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Sand Island
Carved and pecked into a long 
sandstone cliff alongside the San 
Juan River near Bluff in 
southeastern Utah, the petroglyphs 
of Sand Island Recreation Area 
span hundreds of years and include 
a multiplicity of time-honored rock 
art images.

Many big horn sheep accompany a 
variety of flute players—even a 
combination of the two!



Canyon de Chelly



Katsinas at Hopi
In Joseph and Janice Day’s home, and at 
their Tsakurshovi Trading Post on Second 
Mesa, katsinas are omnipresent. Carved 
by Hopi craftsmen of cottonwood 
branches, these representative figures of 
spirits are given to girls on their birthdays 
and other important occasions. Only 
katsinas made by authorized Hopi and 
Zuni carvers are considered to be 
authentic. 



Taawa Park

For thousands of years ancient—and 
more recent—peoples left their mark on 
a half-mile stretch of this cliff at the foot 
of the Hopi Mesas.

Many of the marks record hunting 
scenes, others suggest travels or 
migrations. Some may be shamanistic. 
And, then, there is the ubiquitous flute 
player, who appears in many forms with 
many meanings.



Betatakin

After a short walk from the 
Navajo National Monument 
Visitors Center, the Betatakin 
ruin, with its intact roofs and 
original ladders, is visible 700 
feet below.

Inhabited for less than 50 
years beginning about 1250, 
Betatakin is known by Hopi 
tradition to have been a 
stopping point in the migration 
of the Horn and Snake clans.



El Morro National Monument

The pool at El Morro attracted ancient peoples, who 
left petroglyphs, as well as ancestors of the Zuni, 
who built their defensive 13th-century pueblo, 
Atsinna, on the cliff above the life-giving water.

Later, in the 17th century, Spaniards, including New 
Mexico Governor Don Juan Oñate, left their mark 
on the Inscription Wall.

Finally,  Americans in the 19th century stopped at El 
Morro, among them Lt. J. H. Simpson and his artist 
companion R. H. Kern.



Taos Pueblo



At approximately 1313 Pueblo Indians, who may  
have come from the Mesa Verde region, arrived 
at Tijeras Pueblo (just east of present-day 
Albuquerque). By the time most of them left, 
fifty or so years later, they had constructed a 
building of 200 rooms and a ceremonial kiva.

A second occupation started around 1390, when 
decayed structures were rebuilt and new ones 
added. But, again, everyone left after a mere 
thirty years. By 1425 Tijeras Pueblo had fallen 
into ruin—this time forever.

Excavation was undertaken in the 1970s. Upon 
completion of the field work, the site was back-
filled. Today interpretative models offer a 
suggestion of what once was.



El Santuario de Chimayó
El Santurario de Chimayó, north 
of Santa Fe, has been  a pilgrimage 
destination since at least the early 
19th century. 

Rubbing an afflicted body part 
with “holy dirt,” available from a 
small hole in one of the rooms 
inside the church, is claimed to 
result in a miraculous cure.



Museums at Ghost Ranch, NM


