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Note about the Cover: Rain in the Rain Forest!
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The Heart of Ponce—Plaza Las Delicias

Plaza Degetau

Plaza Muñoz Rivera

Catedral de  
Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe 

Parque de Bombas



Ruge el Arte en la Plaza (Roaring Art in the Plaza) 
!
It began when the city of Ponce—whose symbol, naturally enough, is a lion—
provided fifteen white life-sized statues to local artists who were instructed to 
paint them with their own visions of the city. Now the lions are scattered 
around Plaza las Delicias, the center of the historic city.



Cats of Puerto Rico



Tibes Indigenous Ceremonial Center
   Though only revealed to archaeologists in 1975 as a result of the rain and 
wind of Hurricane Eloise, pre-Columbian people had lived on the site of 
Centro Ceremonial Indígena de Tibes, on the outskirts of Ponce, since at 
least 25 CE. These early people, whose culture is called Igneri, stayed until 
the 600s when they evolved into the Pre-Taino culture. 
   The ball courts and plaza were created by the Igneri but utilized and 
enlarged by the Taino people (ca. 1000) who were present when the 
Spaniards arrived in the late 15th century. 

Plaza

One of Seven Ball Courts

Finds displayed 
in the museum 
include ceramics 
from various 
periods and an 
illustration of an 
adult forehead 
that was flattened 
in infancy.



Ceiba Trees 
Ceiba or kapok trees are found throughout the tropical regions of the 
world, including Puerto Rico. The ones here grow at the Tibes archaeo-
logical site. The trunk is green when young and pale gray with green 
undertones as the tree ages. The distinctive spines on the trunk disappear 
when the tree no longer needs their protection from predators. Some grow 
to over 100 feet tall, towering over the forest canopy. Others attain forty to 
fifty feet in height with branches lower on their trunks (see the ceiba tree 
on the Cabezas de San Juan Nature Reserve page below).



Ponce Historical Museum 

Carnaval Ponceño



Hacienda Buena Vista

Hacienda Buena 
Vista, established in 
the 1833, is one of 
Puerto Rico's few 
remaining coffee 
plantations.

Manor House



Destination Stencils for Coffee Sacks

Water System Powering the Mills

Hacienda Buena Vista

Corn Mill
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Castillo Serrallés is a 
mansion that overlooks 
the downtown area of 
Ponce. It was built 
during the 1930s for 
Juan Eugenio Serrallés. 
Today the castle is a 
museum with 
information about the 
sugar cane and rum 
industries.

Castillo Serrallés



Las Cabezas de San Juan Nature Reserve 
The Conservation Trust of Puerto Rico operates this nature reserve on a 
point of land that has, since 1882, held a lighthouse that guides ships away 
from the rocks. Past massive kapok (cieba) trees, with their seed pods, 
visitors file over a boardwalk through a mangrove swamp to see such things 
as termite nests, sea grapes, and coral washed in by the sea.



San Juan Fortification

The Spanish protected the strategic port of San Juan from their rivals by fortifying the 
entrance to the city’s harbor in the 1500s. Over the centuries, the city’s defenses grew 
into an elaborate system of walls and ramparts.

Castillo San Felipe del Morro

Fort San Juan de la Cruz (opposite El Morro at the mouth of the harbor)

San Juan City Wall





Old San Juan


