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Pecos National Historical Park

Alfred Vincent Kidder (1885-1963) excavated 
at Pecos Pueblo from 1915 to 1929. From study of 
the pottery and various other artifacts, he 
developed a relative chronology of the Pecos 
occupation that covered a period of more than 
200 years.

In 1927 Kidder organized, at Pecos, a 
conference of southwestern archaeologists that 
established the chronological sequence that is still 
used today for Ancestral Puebloan (Anasazi) 
cultures.

The “Pecos Conference” continues to be held 
each August at various places in southwestern 
United States and Mexico.

As visitors walk about Pecos National Historical Park in northeastern 
New Mexico at least three different, though related, histories lie before—
and even beneath—them: that of (1) Pueblo Indians before European 
contact, (2) conquistadors and Franciscan monks beginning in 1540, and 
(3) 20th-century excavation, principally by A.V. Kidder, of the pueblo and 
church. The map below is a result of #3; it guides the visitors into the 
physical remains of #1 and #2, pictured on the following pages.
  



Pecos Pueblo
Although people lived at the site of Pecos Pueblo from at least the 9th 

century, in the 14th century the pueblo’s population began to increase until 
by 1450 about 2000 people lived within its walls. As a center for trade 
between the other Rio Grande Pueblos and the Plains tribes to the east, 
Pecos was vulnerable to attack, as the 4-story construction of the pueblo 
itself and the low perimeter wall give evidence.

Much of the pueblo is not excavated. The trail traverses piles of rubble 
and passes over what once were tall buildings. Two kivas have been 
reconstructed, one of them roofed.



Mission de Nuestra Señora de los 
Ángeles de Porciúcula

The church built for Fray Andres Juáez by Pecos Indians in 1625 was 
destroyed by Pecos Indians in the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. Foundation stones 
from the 17th-century church are visible outside the ruins of the smaller 
church that replaced it in 1717 (the Spaniards returned in 1692). Ruins of 
support facilities for priests and monks (“convento”) also remain.

Pecos welcomed Spaniards in 
1692; they  even provided 
warriors to assist in retaking 
Santa Fe.  Though Franciscans 
eased their religious fervor, in-
ternal divisions,  disease, and 
Comanche raids reduced the 
population to about 300 by  the 
1780s. In  1838 the last Pecos 
Indians joined Towa-speaking 
Jémez Pueblo, leaving their 
pueblo for the archaeologists.



Raton, New Mexico
Beginning about 1820 the Santa  Fe Trail fed soldiers 

and travelers through the Raton Pass. Then in 1866 
Richens Lacy  Wootton built a toll road through the 
7800-foot pass. His toll booth could have stood near 
where now the Raton Pass Inn welcomes visitors.

In 1880 the Atchison,  Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad 
built  its Raton Pass repair  shop at Willow Springs, on 
the Santa Fe Trail,  and renamed the town. Trains 
between Chicago and Los Angeles still stop at Raton.

Late 19th-century Raton

Santa Fe Depot—1903 “Southwest  Chief” 

Palace Hotel  1896 Swastika Hotel 1929



Shuler Theater
Later named for Dr. James Jackson 

Shuler (Raton’s mayor—1899-1902; 
1910-19), the municipal auditorium 
opened in 1915 with  a Victorian musical 
comedy, The Red Rose.

In the lobby, eight WPA murals (1934) 
by  Manville Chapman depict scenes of 
Raton history, including  one of Willow 
Spring, the ranch where Raton came to be 
located.

Three of the curtain drops made by  the 
Kansas City Scene Co. are still in use.



Sugarite Canyon State Park
Sugarite Canyon State Park—straddling  the New 

Mexico-Colorado border east of Raton Pass—
began life as a coal-mining town in 1912. Mining 
had begun in 1894. 

Sugarite lasted until the early  1940s when the 
coal mines were shut down.  After  that the 
buildings of the town were dismantled and used 
for construction elsewhere, principally in Raton.

The Visitors Center, once Sugarite’s post office, 
is the sole remaining structure of original Sugarite.

L a k e M a y o l a 
provides water  for 
Raton. Autumn 
colors the hillsides 
and the mining 
town waits silently 
for travelers to 
take pictures of 
the Sugarite that 
once was but  is no 
more.

Sugarite Schoolhouse todaySugarite Schoolhouse



Folsom, New Mexico

Folsom Post OfficeHistoric Folsom Hotel 1888

Knowledge about the first  people in 
North America took a leap forward in 
1926  when a cowboy  noticed bison 
bones in a fresh arroyo. They  were 
millennia old—with spear points 
embedded in them, made by  Folsom 
Man.

Today  Folsom  (population 77) has a 
history  museum in  a former general 
store,  a post office, and the remnants 
of the ranch town it was more than 
100 years ago. The train that stops in 
Raton speeds by Folsom.

Folsom’s charm, and there’s a lot, is 
revealed on it’s website: 

http://www.folsomvillage.com

http://www.folsomvillage.com
http://www.folsomvillage.com


Autumn in New Mexico



Trinidad, Colorado

Trinidad History Museum

Baca House 1870

Bloom Mansion 1882 Heritage Garden



History in Hand


